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MEDIA STATEMENT  

LEGAL ACTION TO ALPHA COAL PROJECT WILL FURTHER DELAY 
THOUSANDS OF JOBS FOR QUEENSLAND 

Anti-mining activists have again commenced legal action against the development of the 
Alpha Coal Project, unfortunately delaying thousands of jobs for Queensland. 
 
This legal action follows a ruling from the Supreme Court on 4 September 2015 rejecting an 
appeal to the previous decision of the Land Court, and an appeal to the granting of the 
Environmental Authority for the proposed Alpha coal mine.   
 
This new legal challenge now represents the fourth time anti-mining activists have lodged a 
legal challenge to the Alpha Coal Project, this time to the Queensland Court of Appeals. 
 
This new appeal does not involve any landholders and does not incorporate objections to 
groundwater. 
 
This new appeal only involves anti-mining activists and is based on an objection to Scope 3 
emissions, meaning emissions from coal fired power generation in other countries not being 
incorporated into Australian approvals. 
 
This new legal challenge completely misses the fact that exporting coal from the Galilee 
Basin will not in any way change global carbon emissions or global demand for thermal coal. 
 
Global demand for thermal coal is driven by the ongoing development of world’s cheapest 
form of electricity from coal-fired power generation, which will continue to grow in global 
capacity for decades to come. 
 
If we as a nation don’t develop the Galilee Basin, all that will happen is some other country 
will develop their equivalent resource and gain the significant benefits of billions of dollars in 
taxes and royalties and tens of thousands of jobs over many decades. 
 
This new legal challenge also misses the fact that incorporating overseas emissions into 
Australian approvals is virtually impossible, especially given that targeted nations are 
developing world class coal-fired power generators that significantly reduce emissions. 
 
Even the United Nations recognises such complexity in stipulating that any emissions from 
coal fired power generation should be dealt with at the country of destination, not the country 
of origin. 
 
Our Galilee Basin projects also present an opportunity to access a low ash, low sulphur, high 
quality thermal coal, which will offer the ability to lower emissions from global coal-fired power 
generation. 
 
This new legal challenge will delay thousands of jobs for Queensland for around an additional 
six to nine months on top of the already incurred 30 months of legal delays from the actions of 
anti-mining activists. 
 
The development of the Alpha Coal Project will create 5,000 jobs during around three years 
of construction and over 2,000 long-term jobs during the 30+ years of operations. 
 
  



 

 
To date, we have invested tens of millions of dollars and thousands of man hours assessing, 
planning and engaging with communities to reach the point of achieving approvals, which 
included around 300 collaborative scientific studies, involving over 500 specialist consultants. 
 
GVK Hancock has complied with every environmental regulatory requirement to date and will 
continue to do so. 
 
For further enquiries: 

Josh Euler – 0423 786 672 

T: +61 7 3003 5500 
E:  mail@gvkresources.com 
 
 
Successful milestones already achieved for the Alpha Coal Project: 
 

24 October 2008 Project declared a ‘significant project’ by Queensland 
Government 

11 December 2008 Invitation for Public Comment on Referral 

13 January 2009 Project deemed a ‘controlled action’ by Commonwealth Minister 
for the Environment 

2009 / 2010 Delivered comprehensive suite of social and environmental 
impact assessments to develop Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) 

5 Nov – 10 Dec 2010 Delivered public consultation on the Environmental Impact 
Statement 

5 Sept – 3 Oct 2011 Submitted and undertook agency consultation on Supplementary 
Environmental Impact Statement 

21 Nov – 19 Dec 2011 Submitted and undertook agency consultation on addendum to 
Supplementary Environmental Impact Statement 

29 May 2012 Received Coordinator General’s Report 

29 May 2012 Granted approval for EIS from Queensland Government 

23 August 2012 Granted approval for EIS from Federal Government under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

8 April 2014 Received recommendation from Queensland Land Court that the 
project be approved with conditions 

9 October 2014 Granted Environmental Authority by the Queensland 
Government 

4 September 2015 Received Supreme Court ruling endorsing the grant of 
Environmental Authority 

Yet to achieve Project to be granted Mining Lease 

Yet to finalise Execute coal offtake agreements 

Yet to finalise Finalise financing arrangements 

Yet to commence Commencement of construction 
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